
Arts Gouncil of Fairfax County 2008 Project Support Grant Program
Proiect Marketinq Description (not to exceed 100 words

Art ... For a Change is an educational outreach arts program in visual and performing arts designed to

support fine afis curriculum in area schools. Workhouse Artists partner with teachers and students by

providing an apprentice series geared to heighten awareness and prepare students for an artistic career.

The portfolio work products in this program are authentic and multidisciplinary - an exhibit, a renderit.tg.

a performance, an arlist statement, and biography. Professional artists facilitate with hands on activities to

help students think of themselves as artistsl solve real-life problems in the world, by using art as a catalyst

for chanse.



Arts Council of Fairfax County 2008 Project Support Grant Program
Organizational Profile (not to exceed one page

1. Describe the applicant organtzation's history, mission, and goals.
The l,ofton Arts Foundation, Inc. (LAF) was organized in October 2001 as a Virginia non-profit
corporation to promote and suppofi the arts in Lorlon, Fairfax and neighboring counties in tlre
Commonrveaflh of Virginia. The Foundatior's mission lji loprorlole arlislic ond cultural creati' i ly by
providing a dedicated premiere community Jbr the arts, presert,ing (rnd erhibitirg our unique cultural
resources, .fonning partnership.t wilh olher drl organizations, public and privute schools, and husmesses
to u.eote a yibrant cultural community. The Foundation executes i1s mission through The Workhouse
Afis Center at Lorton (the Workhouse.) The Foundation works in collaboration with other Fairfax
County agencies ard commissions, Fairfax County schools, and other arts organizations.

One ofthe Foundation's prirnary goals is to reach out 1tl the diverse population in public schools as rvell

as to the community through visual and performilg arts educatior plograms to enhance the economic and
cultural climate throughout the area. ln addition. the Lofton Arts Foundation rvill provide resident aftists
rvith affordable studio and gallery space and dcvelop an aftis1 colony which will offer lorv-cost housing to
anists associated u'ith The Worklrouse, including visiting heritage scholars, ar1 fellorvship students,
interns and thculty" as well as others actively engaged in Worklrouse programs.

Since inception, Lofi6on Arts Foundation has been producing visual and performing ans events to
publicize and promote The Wolkhouse Afis Center, and its associated altists. We have a dedicaled staff
and volunteel base who have demonstraled their abili l) to host events. Highlighted previous events are as
follou s:

tr South County Secondary School Partnership (8/05-Prcsent)-Supplied school rvith a dance
teacher and choreographer (local resident. Suzie Celentano), and a Tcchnical Theatle expert (local

resident, I-inda Evans) rvho did workshops on lighting design for theatre.

tr Art Under Construction (.2006-2007) an urnbrella project pronioting The Workhouse during
our construction phase. offering: "Hard l{at Tours," Spring & Fall 2007 Il/rn'kshop/Lecture Series in
Visual and Performing Arts, and "Art Under The Arches" featuring visual and performing aftists along
rvith story.telling, face painting, communiry afi (canvas and mosaic li le). and tours ofthe campus.

tr Celebrate Fairfaxl (2006 & 2007) pafticipated in the Countl festival, contributing culturalll tcr
tbe festival and giving The Workhouse an oppoftunity to shoucase our pl'oject as rvell as sell art.

tr Art..,for a Change (2006) a masler class series conducted with Woodbridge Senior High
School sludents rvho created a series of art projects encompassing tlie Working Afiist's Creative Prooess.

2. Describe the applicant organization's service area (audience served, including size,
demographic characterist ics, and geographic area).

As The Workhouse is under construction, l 'he Lodon Afts Foundation is currenlly lirrited to sen'ing
studcnts in schools in the inrmediate geographic area and when u'eather pemits on its site. The
f'oundation is reaching out to diverse audiences of all ages from l'airfax and Prince William Counties, as
rvell as tlie Cities of Alexandria and Falls Church.



Arts Council of Fairfax County 2008 Project Support Grant Program
Schedule of Completion (not to exceed one page)

Date & School Artists Event
Visual Arts Educational Outreach Programs

Week I  -  l0 /8-  l0 /12
At South County
Secondary School
(SCSS): 2/4-218 at

Mount Vernon High
School  (MVHS)

Mara Burk. Maureer Wolford.
Wayne Guenther. Marti Kirkpah'ick

Afiists meel class and present prograr]]
overvierv;
Mara Burk "Finding the Artist in
You" (arlists talk. project assignment)

Week 2-  l0 /15-  l0 /  l9  at
SCSS: 2/1 I  -2 l15 at

MVIIS
Mara Burk

Project Folloir-up, Discussion, and

Q&A

Weck 3 - 10122-10126
at SCSST 2l18-2122 at

MVHS
Maureen Wolfbrd

"Express Yoursclf Through Art"
(artist talk, pro.ject assignment)

Week ,1 ̂. 10129-11 12 aI
SCSS; 2/25-2129 at

MVHS
Maureen \\ olford

Project Follow-Up, Discussion. and
Q&A

W e e k 5 - l l / 5 - 1 1 / 9 a t
SCSS:3/3-3 l7 at  MVHS

Marni Maree
"Art for Change:" (arlists talk, project
assignnent)

Week  6  -  11112-11116
at SCSS; 3/10- i /14 at

MVHS
Mami Maree

Project Follou-Up, Discussion, and

Q&A

W e e k T - . 1 1 / 1 9 - l l / 3 0
at SCSS; 3l17-312]l at

MVHS
Wavne Guenther

"Successful Portfolios" (arrist
demorstration. pro ject assignment)

Week8-1213-12 /7a r
SCSS; 3/24-3128 at

MVI IS
Wayne Guenther

Project Follow-t-lp. Discussion, and

Q&A

Week9-  l 2 l l 5 l01  a r
LAF: 4/5/08 at LAI:

All Artists
Artists Pallete Exhibit and Reception;
Best-of-Show Au'ard: Potfolio Critique

l'erforming Arts Educational Outreach Programs

Fall Sernester 2007
Linda Evans at SCSS
Joey Wallen at MVI IS

Teaclr a series of technical theatrc
rvorkshops as a guest lecturer in thc
dralna depaftment

Lal l  Serrester  2007
Suzie Celentano at SCSS

Bobbi  Jo Phi l l ips at  MVHS
Teach an after-school series of dance
for musical theatre rvorkshops

Spring Semester 2008
Linda Evans at SCSS

.loey Wallen at MV IiS

Ac1 as mentor fbr a student technical
director and light designer fbr the
school spring play/musical

Spring Semester 2008
Suzie Celentano at SCSS

Bobbi Jo Phillips at MVHS
Act a choreographer and dance captain
mentor for the school sorins musical

Fall 2008 - Spring 200t1

Caren Hearne & Advanced Drama
Students at dre Cenler for the Fine

and Perfonning Arts at Woodbridge
Senior High School at Groveton

llementary School

Introduce "Readers Theatre" and "Fronr

the Page to the Stage" program to
elementary schools students



Arts Council of Fairfax Gounty 2008 Project Support Grant Program
Narrative Questions (response not to exceed three pages)

1. Describe the projecVactivi ty to be funded and i ts goals. List locations and dates.

Art...For u Change! is an educational outreach arts program in visual and performing arls designed to
complement the fine afis curriculum in area schools based on school need, Workhouse Anists pafiner
rvith teachers and students by providing an apprentice series geared to heighten awareness and plepare
sludents for an artistic canier. 

' lhe portfolio uork products produced in this program are authentic and
rnultidisciplinary an exhibit, a rendering- a group presentation, a performance, an aftist statement, and a
biography. Professional afiists facilitate witli hands on activjties to help students think of themsclves as
arlists, and solve real-lif 'e problems in the rvorld by using art as a calalyst fot'change.

The Visual Arts component uses an eight/nine u'eek frameu ork to introduce various perspectives of an
artists' l ife the artist as an individual (self-arvareness), the arlists as an agent for change (purposeful
action in an interconnected world), and the artists as an entrepreneur ( product developmenl, productivity.
and marketing ). During this scries, four artists affil iated with Lorton Arts Foundation facilitate
discussions, project assignmcnts, revierv/critique work products, and negotiate rneaning about ar1 and its
conlribution to culture. The program is ajourley in the life ofan arlist. where students keep a reflectrve

ioumal (augmenled with original art); create a Student Afiists Paletle, an afiist statement, a biographical
sketch, and a poftfolio. 'fhe culminating event for this compo ent oflhe Educational Outreach rvould be
an Exliibition ofthe students' rvork u,ith a receptiolt at The Workhouse.

'l he students will be required to: maintain a visualjoumal as a way of staying in touch rvith their daily
thoughts through images and u'ords; create an original piece ofanwork on a rvooden rectangulal palette
ro be dorrated to the Afiist's Palette Pro.jecl; *'rite a 500 u'ord essay about their art rvork; r'"'rite an aftist's
bio, and an anist's statement to be used in the exhibition catalog; and, attend the aftist's reception u'here
the palettes will be exhibited and sold. I'his component will be imp)emented at South Counil- Sccondary
School and Mount Vernon lligh School.

The Performing Afts contponent uses a Scmester framework to deliver pcrfbrfiring arts curriculum \\hich
is missing from the fine ans class offering at South County Secondary School and Mount Vernon lligh
School. t-inda Evens, an award rvinning lighting designer rvill spend thirty hours in the classroom durirrg
the first semester teaching a technical workshop. During the second semester, she u'il l act as a ligliting
design consultant to the Student Light Designer for the Spring Play/Musical, offering thirW contact hours
during the masler electrician phase ofthe ligliting plot and supervising the electrical load-in.

Suzie Celentano, an award winning choreographer and dancer rvith thc Kathy Harty Gray Dance Theatre.
rvill conduct an after-school dance workshop series (20 - 90 minute sessions) during the Fall Semester for
musical theatre studenls who $'ant to participate in the Spring nusical. These workshops are designed to
teach the basics of perfomance dance, to improve coordination, flexibility. and body strength. During
the Spring Scmester, Suzie rvill collaborate u'ith the student produotion team to choreograph the Spring
Musical and colrduct dance rehearsals.

The inter-county collaboration between The Cenler for Fine and Performing Afis at Woodbridge Senior
High School (WSHS) and Groveton Elementary School will follorv the model of students mentoring
students The Advanced Drama class at wsHS rvill go to Groveton Elemenlary School and introduce
"Readers Theatre" during the first/fall semester. Students u'il l explore the possibilities ofcharacter
development, costLrmes as a way to mask identity, and plot as narrative. During the second semester- the



drama students will work with the elementary students to rvork in groups to rvrite a play for the stage.
'lhe 

elementary students rvill u,rite the play, ct'eate props and scenery, and act in the play. As a group

botlr the liigh school students and the elementary schools students will critique the rvork.

Our goal u'ith lrl .,,For a Change! is to share the experience and expand the understanding of students
as to t|e expericnce of life as a professional aftist, thus encouraging then to explore the many avenues
avajlable in fitre afts disciplines.

2. Who are the artistic resources and/or individual artists involved in the
projecvactivity? What other partnefship agencies/schools are involved in this
projecUactivity, if any?

Mar.a Burk Stained & Fused Glass Afiist and lducation Coordinator wilh The Workhousc, a project of
tlre l.orton Afis Foundation. Ms. Burk is a successful business rvoman. nnntng'l 'he Art ofBelrg, u'hich

is an exploration ofthe emotional tapestry of life through the eyes ofartistic creations.

Marti Kirkpatrick Painter and Gallery Manager rvjth The Workhouse, a project of the Lorton Afis
Foundation. Marti is an award rvinning visual artist working from her home studio in Dickerson,
N4aryland u,here she lives *ith hel husband Ed, a photographer and web designer. She has over l6 yeals

of experience n'orking u,ith artists, and the public. presenting an exhibitions. She has served fbr many
years as President, Treasurer and Shou'Chair ofthe League ofReston Artists and on the Visual Arts
Advisory Panel for the Lorlon Ans Foundation's transformation ofthe old Lofton Virginia prison into the

Workhouse at Lofion Arts Center.

Maureel Wolfbrd - Painter and Multinredia artist, u,ho received her BF-A fiom Moole College of Art and

Design. She rvorks with watercolor as rvell as colored pencil and sometimes combines the t$'o to create
dramatic views offlorvers and nature. Her work has becn exhibited throughout the Washinglon
Metropolitan Area and is alwal's on exhibit at The Loft Gallery in C)ccoquan, Virginia.

Wayne Guenther Professional Photographer and staff photographer rvith lhe Workhouse. a pro.lcct of
the Lorton Arts Foundation. Mr. Guenther has been an avid photographer fbr over 40 years, beginning to
focus on fine arr photography in 199,{. }te founded I)olaris Photography in 2001 afler retiring from hts
"realjob," for full{ime artistic endeavors. His rvork emboclies a great variet-r, of subjects with spccial
emphasis on the details of every day life. I Ie is fascinated u,ith reflections, light and color saturalion. Mr.
(iuenther's *'ork can be seen a1 Gallcry West in Alexandria. Virginia.

'l 'he 
Workiouse (LAF) u'il l *ork rvith the school's Aft BoosLers Club in activities which promote

audience development and sludent recruitment into fine afts programs. The student altists rvjth the
u'inning Palette rvill receive a gift certificale to a local afts supply s1ore, and LAF rvill contribute $ 100 to

the An Boostcrs Fund in the winlli l lg afiist's narne.

3. How wil l  you measure success in meeting your goals for this project (e.9., by # of
participants, attendance as a o of capacity, ticket sales, testimonials, reviews)?

The Art...For Change! project n'il l be a success if u,e can educate and encourage students about the
working lile ofan arlist, and the role that The Workhouse Afts Center and organizations like it plal in

suppolting the arts. The program will also be a success ifthe students have a greater sense ofselfand
horv they relate to tlie world through coJlaboration and artistic mediums. Lastly it rvill be a success if we

open a new u'indorv or change the perspective ofa student as they relate 10 careers in fine afi and culture.
We will use evaluation/ feedback questionnaires for all the palticipants.



4. Describe your organization's ability to carry out this projecVactivity.
As an organization dedicated to development and suppofi ofthe afts, u,e are uniquely qualified to cany
out this proiect. The Workhouse has professional artists in this program rvho have successfully
implentented similar programs in schools. The Visual Afiists and Perlorming Altists have a proven track
record with working rvith students to help thenr advance their crall/discipline. We have resident
champions in the schools at both the administratire and faculty level to heJp make this program a success.
Also, many of tire participating anists have children in the Fairfax County School System and want to
give back to the school systenr tlrat guided them in their youth.

5. What are your plans for marketing and promoting your activit ies?
1'he program rvill be marketed to the parents ofstudents atlending the school as well as through couuty
q,ide notification ofthe projecl ivithin the school systen. Our staffu'il l rneet u'ith administrators and fine
arts faculty members to identify students u'ho would benefit from this partnership. We u'il l have a boolh

at the "Back to School" night to provide inforrration and promote the arls programming. Additionally, rve

willexhibit student u'ork from previous projects to generate student interest.

6. Explain how this project wi l l  specif ical ly either engage new audiences in the arts
and/or contr ibute to the vibrancy and quali ty of l i fe in Fairfax County.

As we artists age, young people rvith lirnited expelience offine at1 continuously enroll in public scliools.
These newcomers to the ar1 rvorld are on a.journey of self discovery which can be enhanced by afl
appreciation and an creation. This program u'il l enable students at a very impressionable age - 10 get a
glimpse of life from a neu' perspective. Interacting rvith this program will lead to riglit-brain stinrulation,
',vhich will inevitably lead to helping students use design, story, s)'mphony, empathy. play. and

meaning to guide and shape their n'orld.


